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Mosel, traversing the whole western portion of the Empire. These natural water 
courses have been deepened, improved, and supplemented by lateral canals. Berlin 
is located in the midst of the level, sandy plain of Brandenburg, about midway 
between the Oder, which flows down on the east from Upper Silesia past Breslau 
and Frankfort to Stettin, and the Elbe, which is navigable from Hamburg up past 
Magdeburg to Schandau, beyond Dresden. Between these main arteries of river 
traffic flows the Spree, a short, tortuous, and variable river, which widens at many 
points into small lakes, and, after flowing through Berlin, discharges its waters at 
Spandau into the Havel, a bayou or chain of lakes, which has its source in the Prov- 
ince of. Mecklenburg, and flows thence southward past Potsdam, where it turns 
westward and flows into the Elbe at Havelburg. This is the direct water route 
between Berlin and Hamburg. The news, therefore, that the Havel waters are 
infected with cholera has caused considerable anxiety in Berlin. 

The total number of cholera cases registered since the present outbreak now 
amounts, according to the Reichsanzeiger, to 275 (with 91 deaths). Personal 
inquiry at the imperial health office in Berlin confirms the fact that there has been 
absolutely no concealment. The authorities have taken the public fully into their 
confidence. Daily bulletins are prepared at the ministry of interior and-immediately 
handed over to the Reichsanzeiger for publication. Dr. Edgar Wutzdorff, the 
director of the imperial health office, stated to a representative of this consulate- 
general that the sanitary authorities had not been taken by surprise. The present 
outbreak of cholera, he said, would be stamped out without any unnecessary interfer- 
ence with trade and traffic. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Smallpox on steamship Nord America at Ellis Island immigration 

station, New York. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Sprague reports, October 27, as follows: 

On the afternoon of the 27th instant a case of smallpox was detected 
on the steamship Word America, from the ports of Naples and 
Palermo. 

The eruption was papular with the vesiculation just beginning. 
Practically all the 1,400 passengers had passed. Fifty-nine of this 
passenger's immediate associates were detained and have been this 
morning taken by Doctor Doty for detention. Work on the line was 
at once stopped and the passengers of the steamships Pretoria and 
Scotia, about 1,000 in number, were returned to their respective 
vessels for the night. 

The medical officers and employees have been vaccinated and the 
privilege has been extended to the immigration service. 

Full precautions, in the way of disinfection, have been taken to 
protect incoming passengers. 

INSPECTION SERVICE, MEXICAN BORDER. 

Inspection at Eagle Pass, Tex. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Hume reports as follows: 

! Week 
ended 
Oct. 21, 
M05. 



Persons inspected on trains . 
Persons held 



136 




